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Purpose
• How successfu l  are ABE upgrading 

s tudents in  fur ther  s tudies?
• Does ABE upgrading funct ion as a 

pathway to success for  those in i t ia l ly  
under-prepared? 

• How many former ABE students achieve 
post -secondary credent ia ls? 
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Part One: Inventory
• ABE offered at  a l l  co l leges,  teaching 

univers i t ies and some inst i tu tes (may 
have d i f ferent  name)

• Offered at  main campuses,  reg ional  
s i tes,  and neighbourhood learn ing 
centres 

• Some inst i tu t ions s t i l l  o ffer  route to  
Grade 12 complet ion,  but  most  are 
preparat ion for  fur ther  learn ing or  pre-
requis i te  sk i l ls  acquis i t ion  
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Part Two: Outcomes

• Pr imary data f rom in terv iews wi th  ABE 
admin is t rators ,  pract i t ioners and 
exper ts

• Secondary data f rom CDW extract ion
• Ter t iary  data f rom prev ious ABE 

outcomes studies  
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Previous Provincial Studies
• Mu l t ip le  s tud ies  1992-2022
• Based on  surveys  o f  cur ren t  s tuden ts .  

Resu l t s  ind ica ted  h igh  s tuden t  sa t i s fac t ion .  
• O ther  research  on  f o rmer  ABE upgrad ing  

s tuden ts .  Rough ly  1  in  10  g radua tes  o f  a  BC 
pos t -secondary  p rogram had  taken  an  ABE 
course

• L im i ta t ions
• Only surveys
• Didn’t include students who dropped out
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Overall satisfaction Would recommend program to others 86%

Courses are well-designed for me to learn 88%

Textbooks and handouts are well-chosen 83%

Classroom activities helped me learn 82%

Quality of instruction Instructors used class time well 85%

Instructors provided activities that helped me learn 82%

Instructors welcomed student questions 89%

Instructors treated every study respectfully 90%

Outcomes Program is good preparation for other college courses 87%

More confident now to achieve future educational/career goals 86%

Improved ability to think clearly 83%

Improved ability to perform under pressure 73%
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Content Title 04

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce posuere, magna sed 
pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis urna. Nunc viverra imperdiet enim. 
Fusce est. Vivamus a tellus.
Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Proin pharetra nonummy 
pede. Mauris et orci.
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Previous Local Studies
• One co l lege  (da ta  2006-08)  found  10%+ o f  

a l l  g radua tes  took  an  ABE course  (even  
though s tuden ts  in  ABE were  on ly  2% o f  
co l lege  popu la t ion )  

• Ano ther  co l lege  compared  d i rec t  en t ry  vs  
ABE en t ry  to  a  mandato ry  f i r s t - year  Eng l i sh  
course .  80% o f  fo rmer  ABE s tuden ts  passed  
the  course ,  compared  to  76% fo r  a l l  
s tuden ts  in  the  course .
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Content Title 03

Caption01 appears here Caption03 appears here Caption04 appears here
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PS Credentials Earned
• CDW data  ex t rac t ion  - -  s tuden ts  tak ing  a t  

leas t  one  ABE course  2009 /10  to  2022 /23  
who took  a t  leas t  one  undergradua te - leve l  
o r  t rades  course  dur ing  the  same t ime 
per iod  n  =  124 ,755  s tuden ts

• 63% t rans i t ion  ra te  ind ica tes  a lmos t  two-
th i rds  o f  fo rmer  ABE s tuden ts  par t i c ipa ted  
i n  fu r ther  s tud ies  (same ins t i t u t ion )  

• Resu l t s  ind ica ted  tha t  44% o f  fo rmer  ABE 
who par t i c ipa ted  ob ta ined  a t  leas t  one  
c reden t ia l

• Overa l l ,  t he re fo re ,  28% o f  fo rmer  ABE 
cohor t  earned  PS c reden t ia l  o f  some k ind

10



Click to edit Master title style

11

Content Title 02

11

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue 
massa. Fusce posuere, magna sed pulvinar 
ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit 
amet commodo magna eros quis urna. Nunc 
viverra imperdiet enim. Fusce est. Vivamus a 
tellus.

• Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus 
et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Proin pharetra nonummy pede. 
Mauris et orci.

• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue 
massa. Fusce posuere, magna sed pulvinar 
ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit 
amet commodo magna eros quis urna. Nunc 
viverra imperdiet enim. Fusce est. Vivamus a 
tellus.

• Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus 
et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Proin pharetra nonummy pede. 
Mauris et orci.
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Content Title

Caption01 appears 
here

Caption02 appears 
here

Caption03 appears 
here

Caption04 appears 
here

Caption05 appears 
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Figure 13: Total Credentials Earned Per Year:

ABE Cohort 2009/10 - 2022/23

Total Credentials Total at Teaching Intensive Universities Total at Colleges and Institutes
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“A lot of former ABE students repeat several first-year 
courses as they struggle to get into their stride.  It 
can be a rocky road for them.  Their cumulative GPAs 
are often lower than for direct-entry 
undergraduates… It’s understandable because they 
are often not just as academically strong, so things 
don’t come so easily and they may have to work 
harder.”  (University interviewee) 
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Conclusions
• ABE upgrading programs in BC are facilitating successful 

student transitions into further education
• Pattern is consistent across time as shown by provincial and 

local studies of former ABE students
• Caveats to this conclusion:

• Previous outcomes research was self-report data
• Institutional-based data generally not publicly available

• Additional discussion and research needed
• Many innovative practices occurring in BC to increase ABE 

student success rates
16
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“We are seeking out new strategies and courses that 
provide more “just-in-time” rather than “just-in-
case” curriculum. There’s a general kind of drift of 
ABE programming to have more laddering into first-
year courses or career core programming.  

ABE programs can run the risk of “ghettoizing” 
students who make slow progress and eventually 
lose motivation.  It helps if students feel they have 
already started their “real program”. (College 
interviewee) 17
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“ We are somewhat on a cusp… the field is facing 
the need to re-invent itself from a past based on a 
deficit model of upgrading to a future additive 
model… one using tailored pathways, rather than 
prescribed programs.  

We need to explore which ones of those can 
achieve the best results for students.  Recent 
innovations are encouraging, but they need more 
exploration. One size won’t fit all.  (College 
interviewee)
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