
BCPSA – ARTICULATION MEETING 

Okanagan College 

Kelowna, BC 

Thursday, May 3, 2012; 13:30 – 17:30 p.m 

Location: H 123 

Minutes taken by Adam Jones 

 

I)  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Present: 

 

Guest: 

Christi Garneau – Articulation Coordinator with BCCAT 

 

Institutional Representation: 

Adam Jones – UBCO Kelowna 

Alexander Netherton – Vancouver Island University 

Andrew Heard – Simon Fraser University 

Ayla Kilic – Okanagan College 

Derek Cook – Thompson Rivers University 

Fred Cutler – UBC Vancouver 

Hamish Telford – University of the Fraser Valley 

Janni Aragon – University of Victoria 

Jay Haaland – Kwantlen University 

Marcel Dirk – College of the Rockies 

Mark Crawford – Athabasca University 

Mona Brash – Camosun College 

Myler Wilkinson – Selkirk College 

Peter Prontzos – Langara College 

Shaun Tyakoffs – Douglas College  

 

Regrets: 

Hondo Arendt – Northwest Community College (report supplied in writing) 

 

II)  APPROVALS 

- Agenda approved.  

- Minor adjustments to last year’s minutes. Minutes then approved. 
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III)  CHRISTI GARNEAU, ARTICULATION COORDINATOR WITH BCCAT 

- BCCAT facilitates transfer and articulation processes. 

- What’s new at BCCAT? 

- Enabling BC Transfer System initiative – to remove sending/receiving designations within 

the system. 

- Long term goal of increasing student mobility and decreasing workload. 

- Block transfer student survey – working with OK College among others, asking students 

about reasons for transfer and experience of transferring. 

- Preliminary review of associate degrees underway – completion rates, etc. 

- Examination of trades and vocational transfer credit to academic programs. 

- Research on student services for transfer students. 

- “How to Articulate” handbook undergoing revisions, to be followed by “Articulation 

Committee” guide. 

- Education Planner website has undergone considerable revision and will be relaunched 

shortly. 

- Big increase in traffic to both BC Transfer Guide and Education Planner websites as a result 

of marketing and outreach effort. 

- Pending requests in the Transfer Evaluation System: overview provided. 

- Beginning to look at areas where no credit or unassigned credit is given in the Transfer 

Guide – trying to get a sense of what is out there and which patterns exist. 

- New business (e) added at Ayla Kilic’s request: Time Limits and Monitoring of Isolated 

Courses on Transfer Requests. 

 

IV. REPORTS FROM MEMBER INSTITUTIONS 

 

Derek Cook – Thompson Rivers University 

- Stable at about 500 students and 3 white male professors. 

- New hiring in History with a PoliSci connection: abandoned a hiring in comparative 

genocide and replaced it with a hiring in Russian history. 

- Transfers: TRU has a Police & Justice Program – big demand – some courses are credit 

courses, and some are non-credit. Investigating cases where block credit has been given in 

cases where non-credit courses are included. Is this a way to prevent PoliSci getting a 

major by designating some courses as non-credit, then getting other institutions to accept 

those courses for credit? 

- Another concern: installation of giant open-pit copper and gold mine in Kamloops, with 

tailings placed on a hill that will then blow toxic ingredients into the valley. Half the mine is 

within city limits. Should job candidates be informed of this potential danger? 
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Myler Wilkinson – Selkirk College 

- Lost PoliSci at Selkirk some years ago – was always a tiny department. After some years, a 

program in Peace Studies was developed, which has received a lot of support. Intellectual, 

political, and spiritual dimensions of peace studies have all been identified. Now people 

are beginning to point out crossover with political science, e.g. Peace 203 “Transformative 

Justice,” and possibly articulation to PoliSci can be offered for some of these courses in the 

future. 

 

Fred Cutler – UBC Vancouver 

- Continues with about 225 Poli majors annually, 30 fulltime faculty, small Honours program. 

- Volume of transfer requests and incoming students increases every year, and complicates 

everything from work-study to the Honours program. 

- Suggestion that students in their third-year take a course designated as writing-intensive – 

smaller classes, more T.A. resources, normal 3rd and 4th year courses adapted by the 

instructor. Different forms of written work are emphasized, as well as frequent rewrites, 

commentaries, etc. This is positive, but has resource implications, as well as implications 

for students joining in their 4th year. 

- Faculty has also indicated that program needs to offer dedicated research-intensive 

courses. A subset of courses had to be designated as such, e.g. 4th-year seminars. But now 

have to offer a 4th-year seminar opportunity for every major, whereas previously only half 

or two-thirds of majors ever took a seminar course. 

 

Hamish Telford – University of the Fraser Valley 

- Dept. of Philosophy and Politics has gone the way of Czechoslovakia – philosophers 

seceded amidst some acrimony, and ramifications are still being sorted through 

- More majors in PoliSci than Philosophy, though numbers remain small – 6 graduates this 

year, a couple of dozen declared. Enrolments are very healthy and classes are well-filled. 

Four faculty currently. This will likely change/increase as new policy is being instituted that 

students must declare a major after completing 60 credits. 

- Emerging Peace Studies program morphing out of Mennonite Studies program which never 

attracted great interest. Global Studies and Indigenous Studies programs are also being 

launched or in development, along with Diaspora and Immigration/Citizenship. 

- Hired one new person last year, but also losing one person to UVic this year. Likely 

replacement position in political theory. 
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Janni Aragon – University of Victoria 

- Effective July 1 will have another Asst. Professor joining department, replacing Dennis 

Pilon. Have hired limited-term senior instructor for IR and Theory courses. A long- term 

sessional moved to continuing status. 

- Undergraduate enrolments remain strong. 

- Being told to do more with less – at 3rd year level, encouraged to increase enrolments from 

50 to 70. With good T.A. support this can work; without it, it doesn’t. 

- Continue to be committed to offer the full array of courses. Offering more 1st and 2nd year 

courses in the summer. 

- Added new courses at 3rd and 4th year level – Global Indigenous Politics, Internet Politics 

- Approved more 2nd year courses for Fall 2013, varying from a more nuanced comparative 

course on the Global South, as well as an Indigenous Politics course at 2nd-year level. 

- Department is the host for CPSA congress in 2013. 

- Interdisciplinary minors: still have a strong connection with minor programs, varying from 

Cultural, Social, & Political Thought to European Studies, Latin American Studies, and 

Public Administration. New strategic plan notes that faculty growth was quite strong 

during previous decade, but in the next decade will not be as strong. A concern for the 

department, which feels itself to be 1.5 short in the Canadian field and even more in 

International Relations. 

- Strong participation in Honours program with new Honours director; many students 

participating in co-op; two students designated for BCLIP. 

- Graduate program is growing, but UVic finds it hard to compete with funding packages of 

other universities, especially eastern ones – some promising candidates get scooped up by 

others. 

- The Undergraduate Committee met throughout the year to review the curriculum. 

Effective 2013 certain courses will be included in the calendar and some will be deleted. 

The faculty also voted on changing our four sub-fields into five areas of concentration. 

Effective 2013 we will have: Canadian, Comparative, Political Theory, International 

Relations, and Politics and Society. Next year it is expected that the  Graduate curriculum 

will be reviewed. 

 

Mona Brash – Camosun College 

Camosun Political Science underwent significant changes in faculty over the last year 

- Prior to May 2011, there was one full time faculty, one 50% faculty, and one 25% faculty. 

- Randall Garrison was elected as an MP in the May 2, 2012 federal election and resigned his 

50% position soon after. The term instructor has taught 75% since then. 
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- Ross Lambertson submitted his request for change to 50% teaching as of the Fall 2012 

semester. 

- Currently, the term instructor is scheduled to teach full time in Fall 2012/Winter 2013 but 

with which status is yet to be determined. 

- A 25% term faculty person will be hired for Fall 2012/winter 2013 

- Despite all of the faculty changes, the department is thriving.  Enrolment in classes is 

excellent, with rates in the high 80’s for 2 courses and 90% to 100% (with waitlists) for 

other courses. 2008 enrolments were 405, 2011/12 is 547. A Spring (May June) course is 

being offered as a “test” and is full with a waitlist. 

- Currently, 10 different courses, all 100 and 200 level are offered.  17 sections ran in 

2012/2013. 

- New Courses 

- PSC 224 “International Conflict” was approved in Fall 2008 and is taught once per year  

- PSC 214 (Extreme Politics) was approved in 2010 and taught for the first time in the Winter 

of 2011. It will be taught again in the Winter of 2013 (alternating with our PSC 212, Law 

and Politics course. 

- PSC 208 “ Local Government and Politics” was approved in January 2012 and will run for 

the first time in Fall 2012 

- Course proposals 

- Discussions are underway with the Business degree program for a proposed 300 level 

course, “The Canadian Constitution and Business.”  A draft proposal is expected to be 

completed by Fall 2012 and presented to the Business Faculty for their response.   

- In the initial stages of discussion are: 

- offering a Social Science program and/or a certificate called “Pre-Law”  

- a “Political Evolution” course looking at the way in which political systems have evolved 

over time, including ideas about “progress.” 

- a “Special Topics in Political Science” course (200 level) 

- It is important to note that faculty have the full support of the Chair and the Dean to 

pursue these proposals.  While Camosun has had significant budget issues with some 

faculty and courses being cut, Political Science has not been affected. 

- A closer relationship with UVIC Political Science is beginning. The Deans of Social Sciences 

for Camosun and UVIC held a meeting with chairs, faculty, and other administration in 

November 2010.  The focus was the mutual interests between Camosun and UVic.  Since 

then, the UVIC Political Science Chair and Camosun Political Science faculty have met three 

times to discuss current courses, proposed courses, and transferability issues.  It was 

agreed that we continue to meet regularly, especially when new courses are being 

proposed and share ideas for how to best provide transferable courses for students.  
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Mark Crawford – Athabasca University 

-  AU’s third year in the BC articulation system 

- An open, primarily online  distance learning university 

- Growing number of transfer credit requests from BC—usually credit given even if 

sometimes unassigned. 

- 2012 was a good year in some respect, bad in others. Funding constraints were felt in the 

virtual freezing of development funds for new Poli Science courses (still no funds for a new 

Research methods course, for example), the reduction in the number of approved 

sabbatical applications) and the suspension of the (hitherto annual) Learning Services  

Conference.  Good news is that push-back from faculty association resulted in a restoration 

of sabbatical funding, although there is still talk of possible reduction of PD budgets.  Re-

elected PC government made some commitments to school funding and university 

infrastructure funding, but AU was not announced in the media as a recipient of that 

funding most of recent publicity in relation to AU has been negative. 

- This past year has seen a transition to a reorganized Au with a decanal (Dean & Faculty) 

model. This may have had some drawbacks, (in terms of larger centres and energy & funds 

drained from other matters) but there has been a fresh interaction with other faculty and 

noticeably greater activity with  political scientists from other centres and programs  

- 6 political scientists at AU. In addition to mark Crawford and Jay Smith in the BA program, 

there is Lorna Stefanick (Governance) Jane Arscott (BPA)  Meenal Shreenastava (Political 

Economy and Global Studies) and Paul Kellogg (MAIS).  We now have a Political Studies 

Working Group (PSWG)  We have tried to make common cause on a research methods 

course, as well as preparing a Political Studies at AU  website and are hosting a Hospitality 

Tent at the CPSA Edmonton 2012 at University of Alberta. 

- Our Collaboration Agreement with Lethbridge College has been completed. Although there 

was unfortunately an insufficient number of students to hold a classroom AU course in 

POLI 309 or POLI 278, there is nonetheless a clear pathway for students to pursue a BA 

degree in POLI Sci after two years at LC. 

- Been both a good year and a bad year for Athabasca – mirrors the rollercoaster energy 

revenue political economy of the province. 

- There has been retrenchment, felt more in the past year than in the previous four or five. 

- Cutbacks have resulted in initiatives from management to provide less money for course 

production – put a hold on some of PoliSci’s plans, e.g. a research methods course. But 

PoliSci is holding its own. 

- A number of people were turned down for their sabbatical-leave applications.  

- Some talk about reducing PD accounts, increasing need to apply more often for special 

funding, but this is subject to discussion and negotiation. 
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- Used to have fairly lavish learning-services conference annually, which now seems to be on 

indefinite hold. Gone from a “feast” mentality with an unnecessary number of such events, 

to a “famine” mentality. To what extent is this the administration’s fault? To what extent a 

product of Alberta’s revenue rollercoaster and changed political climate? 

- Scandal in the institution: political donations from key administration figures. 

- B.A. graduations began just last year, with about half-a-dozen graduates scheduled for this 

year. 

- Have other political scientists elsewhere in the university, and have now established a 

Political Studies Research Group with 6 PoliSci specialists.  

- Working to have a presence at CPSA in Summer 2012. 

- 3rd year in BC Articulation process. 

- Many collaborations with smaller colleges lacking their own programs or degrees, working 

with them to develop a joint program combining on-campus and online learning. 

- “Given the financial chill and political chill, things are actually going quite well.” 

 

Shaun Tyakoffs – Douglas College 

- Approval to hire a 4th permanent person to replace one of two retirees from five years ago. 

- Enrolments are over 100%. 

- Redid every single course this year – hence large number of articulation requests. 

- In the working stage of developing a joint liberal arts – business degree. Developing some 

3rd and 4th year courses that would go into the degree. 

 

Andrew Heard – Simon Fraser University 

- “Things are chugging along in our department” – down from 23 fulltime hires to 16 in 

September, but two new people (new hire and replacement hire) arriving for next year. 

- Enrolment numbers have been maintained, back to over half of courses being taught by 

sessional instructors. 

- Running close to 5,000 bums in seats, 400 majors & 120 minors. 

- Institutional issues: SFU one of the few Canadian universities joining NCAA athletics league, 

leading to complicated accreditation process, with each and every course supplied with a 

list of learning objectives and outcomes. This work will be carried out in next two years. 

- Budget problems have led to push on faculty to amalgamate units – e.g. PoliSci with 

International Studies, Urban Studies, and Master’s of Public Policy. Latter two are 

graduate-only; International Studies and PoliSci currently work quite closely together. A 

consultant is helping the dean identify options, which may include an amalgamated 

“School of Public Affairs.” 

 

 



B C P S A  2 0 1 2  C o n f e r e n c e  –  M i n u t e s  –  P a g e  | 8 

 

Alexander Netherton – Vancouver Island University-Malaspina 

- A small department with five different appointments and cross-appointments, plus 

sessionals. 

- Had a major program finally approved last year – also digested a five-week faculty strike.  

- Affected Political Studies – enrolment was down last year, next year is back to prestrike 

levels or even a little higher. 

- New institutional features: concentration of enrolment is in the Global 

Studies/International Relations side – some concern about balancing of majors programs 

with limited resources. 

- Not much curriculum change required – some tinkering will be carried out – may want to 

share methodology angle with other program(s). 

- A new M.A. in International Development & Management. 

- Budgetary concerns have led to a review of all the programs at the university – Political 

Studies is the smallest program, but its statistics are very good. No new hirings foreseen at 

present. 

- New academic plan: may cultivate more interdisciplinary degrees, but hard to get the 

interdepartmental cooperation necessary amidst scarce resources. 

 

Hondo Arendt – Northwest Community College (report supplied in writing) 

- NWCC is in a state of chaos, with a new president determined to balance the budget by 

slashing programs. Both faculty have been given layoff notices with the offer of being hired 

back as 60% instructors. The impact on course offerings is unclear. 

- College has even tried to claw back money by refusing to fund people for travel to 

articulation. 

- Enrolment has been generally unchanged but many are expecting trouble since many 

students will likely commit to other institutions before we are ready to register people. 

- Suggestion from Hamish Telford that the BCPSA Articulation Committee chair prepare a 

letter concerning the cutbacks to the program and the withdrawal of funding for 

articulation. Ayla Kilic wonders whether articulation funds would better be distributed 

through BCCAT. Mark Crawford pointed that online course offerings exist to provide 

convenience and supplementation to large universities and partnerships with smaller 

colleges, not to provide an excuse for course cutbacks. Suggestion from Paddy Smith that 

BC Ministry of Education be cc’d on the correspondence. 
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Ayla Kilic – Okanagan College 

- Remarkable increase in enrolment – 129% increase over past year, the highest in the entire 

college. 

- Department has grown from one person to two fulltime and three part-time faculty, 

offering 20 sections. 

- Request for third fulltime faculty was rejected, and two new sections were also denied. 

- In academic terms, introduced a new diploma in International Development – this was first 

year of operation. Has been hugely successful, especially the “Women and Development” 

program. 

- Working on developing new programs including an applied degree program, and two new 

courses: “Politics at the Movies” and “Religion and International Relations”. 

- On the negative side, chair release has been deducted – so chair must now teach 2-3 

instead of 2-2. 

- A difficult year as a result of new collective agreement. 

 

Jay Haaland – Kwantlen University 

- Had a busy year. Major program finally approved by internal bodies apart from Senate. 

Various BCPSA members submitted letters of recommendation. 

- Will focus on national, transnational, and international matters with concentration on 

continental integration. 

- Program review undertaken with external reviewers, and indications are that it will be a 

glowing review. 

- Involved with policy review program in sustainability. 

- Five fulltime faculty with a number of sessionals. 

 

Marcel Dirk – College of the Rockies 

- Marcel is a one-person department. 

- It turns out students in the East Kootenays are interested in Political Science; response has 

been good.  

- Doubled the number of course offerings in PoliSci – by adding one course (Environmental 

Politics). But course was not too well received by student body. Administrators have 

decided to offer it again in the hope of attracting greater numbers. 

- New Bachelor of Business Administration with a focus in sustainability, and they want 

electives within that program to avoid students taking just business courses. Dean has 

asked for a Politics of Sustainability course, which will be listed as a Management course. 

Hopefully, the political scientist who designed the course will actually be allowed to teach 

it. 
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Peter Prontzos – Langara College  

- Things pretty much the same as last year – five fulltime faculty, handling about 1200 

students a year. 

- About two months ago, Langara’s dean disappeared. 

- New course on human philosophy has gone over well with students, and is fun to teach. 

- Stephen Phillips has new 2nd-year course, “BC Politics and Government”. Federal-provincial 

relations, First Nations, media and interest groups, and selected issues are all being 

considered. 

 

Adam Jones – UBC Okanagan 

- Also in a holding pattern, 50 students majoring in PoliSci, 25 in PPE, 50 in I.R. 

- New course: Topics in Sub-Saharan African Politics (Poli 391B). 

- New hires promised but haven’t yet arrived. 

 

V. Chair’s Report – Ayla Kilic 

- Expresses concern about lack of response to emails. 

- Ayla was in a car accident earlier in the spring and has been limited in her ability to work. 

Failed to do work on the flexible major, and postponed to this year a review of special 

online courses. Hopefully in the next year progress will be made on this front. 

- Ayla was at the BCJAM and had an opportunity to share the poli sci articulation group’s 

concerns with the managers of BCCAT. 

 

VI.  Articulation Issues 

- Discussion of “Flexible Pre-Major Agreement” – Shaun notes that this is linked to the 

unassigned-credit issue. 

- Decision to set up a committee to explore this. The committee will include: Marcel Dirk, 

Hamish Telford and Andrew Heard Ayla Kilic and Alexander Netherton will consult with the 

committee. 

 

VII.  New Business 

- Student Expectations – Marcel Dirk. Marcel has had students come to him and say that 

going to a college is easier than going to a university, so students shouldn’t be marked at a 

university level. Marcel has stressed the expectations should be similar. Asks for guidance 

on this, and whether political science classes should have review classes before the 

midterm and before the final. Peter says standards should be equal, and he leaves time for 

students to ask questions rather than a general review. Janni is quite clear that she won’t 

answer questions that appear to constitute “fishing”; she throws them back to the class to 

respond. Adam brainstorms take-home exam questions with students before they go 
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home to write. Alex thinks sit-down exams don’t offer students much. He distributes a list 

of study questions around which a review can be built. Avoids questions unrelated to 

required readings for the course. Shaun notes there are very different grading standards 

across the college, but tells them she is preparing students for transfer, so requiring less 

than a university standard is doing students no favours. Derek – in US system there is not 

one standard across the board, and that’s not what we want to emulate. In Canada, one 

can go from a small place to U of T or McGill, whether in chemistry or political science. So 

we want to maintain that single standard. Janni – in California there was an articulation 

between the community colleges, CSUs, etc. But not between states. Ayla – should we 

have a section where our course outlines are posted? Adam suggests this should be part of 

a broader restructuring of the BCPSA website. 

 

- Introduction of Peace Studies Program at Selkirk College - Myler Wilkinson. The Mir 

Centre for Peace. Draws on the inspiration of Tolstoy, Gandhi, MLK and others; housed in a 

renovated Doukhobor house overlooking the Columbia River. Will deal with local-

Kootenays issues including indigenous peoples, Japanese detainees, war resisters. Theme 

of shelter is emphasized. Also asks: what needs to exist in a society in order for there to be 

peace? Leads to questions about transformative justice and the structural realities of 

society. Seeks to end the cycle of infantilization of the offender, and grant him/her greater 

agency in taking responsibility and making restitution. 

 

- Poli 101 for UBC POLI major – Fred Cutler. Course titled “Investigating Politics: An 

Introduction to Scientific Political Analysis”. As progress is made on a flexible premajor, 

Fred notes that an important element of the UBC program will be to provide this primer on 

measurement and comparison in PoliSci. Ayla asks if aware of UBCO English course 

specifically for social scientists. Fred says UBC has a course on “Writing in the Disciplines” 

which is somewhat similar. Ayla asks whether they will also be looking at the 

transferability of lower-level research courses. Fred says there may well be courses offered 

around the province that offer what UBC will be offering for the first time to first-year 

students. Myler asks if language has yet been finalized; Fred says so far the proposed 

calendar entry is the only part finalized. Fred clarifies that Poli 110, 100, 240, and one two 

Canadian-themed courses will be required in the program. 

 

- Time Limit on Articulated Courses in PoliSci – Ayla Kilic. Alex: Increased administrative 

work involved in reassessing these things – suggests a five-year window to ensure that if a 

course is completely transformed, the course would be systemically reevaluated after a 

time. Christi says she will look into this – she believes a student has to have taken a course 
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within a ten-year window; the agreement is valid until it is revisited by either party. She 

will submit a report to share with the group. 

 

- Letter to Northwest Community College. Hamish recounts project used for letter to 

College of the Rockies. Suggests, per earlier practice, striking a subcommittee to 

recommend a resolution to be submitted to the membership. Sense of the meeting is that 

it is legitimate for us to intervene in the situation, but Jay points out that Hondo should be 

contacted first, to make sure that such an intervention would be welcome. Subcommittee 

struck including Hamish, Ayla, and Alexander Netherton, the new articulation chair. 

 

- New articulation chair: Alex Netherton. Minutes secretary: Shaun Tyakoffs. Expression of 

gratitude and round of applause for Ayla for serving as articulation chair for four years. 

 

VII.  Report from the BC Political Studies Association 

- Hamish thanks Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan for organizing BCPSA conference this 

year. 

- Last year’s conference suffered from low attendance, despite best efforts of organizers. 

- Reminder that any funds left over from BCPSA conferences should be submitted to BCPSA 

Treasurer. 

- Paddy Smith gives Treasurer’s report: notes request early on for essay prizes (lower-

division and upper-division undergraduate prize; best honour’s essay or thesis; best 

Master’s essay; best Ph.D. essay). $3,908.47 is in the account. Hamish notes submissions 

have fallen off in the past two years. He proposes reviving the essay prizes; updating the 

website; and begin advance planning for venues for future conferences. 

- Ayla is acclaimed as new President of the BCPSA. Hamish offers to stay on the executive 

board. 

- Fred Cutler to be approached about UBC Vancouver hosting next conference. Possibility of 

Kwantlen two years down the road. 

 

VIII.  Adjournment 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 


